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Contribute to the realization of the  
European Higher Education Area 
(EHEA) in the Field of Food Studies 
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IFA is an independent European non-profit organisation, founded in 2005 as 
an outcome of 10 years of Thematic Network activities for all stakeholders in 
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individual and company members from 30 European and 31 non European 
countries 
 
                                                              226 individual and 36 companies 
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• tuning and accreditation of food study programmes 
• developing teaching materials and teaching methods  
• promoting synergies between research, education and 
industry 
• development of a virtual community of experts for 
communicating with the general public 
• establishing of a framework of agreements among partners, fostering the 
mobility of students and staff stimulating the development of joint projects 
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Training Requirements And Careers for 
Knowledge-based Food Science and 
Technology in Europe 
 
TRACK_FAST 
FP7 KBBE 227220 
 
Prof.  Cristina L. Silva 
Project Coordinator 
Escola Superior de Biotecnologia 
Universidade Católica Portuguesa 
Porto Portugal 
Objectives 
Identification of the training and career requirements of 
future European food scientists and technologists (FST)  
 Implementation of a European strategy to recruit the next 
generation FST leaders  
Context 
European Food Sector: 
 
- Employs 4,1 million people in 274,000 companies 
- Leading employer in the EU manufacturing 
sector (14.6%) 
- Fragmented industry, being 99,1% SME’s - 48.7% 
of food and drink turnover;  63.0% of food and 
drink employment 
- Purchases and processes 70% of EU agricultural 
production 
- Annual turnover of €956,2 billion - Largest 
manufacturing sector in the EU (16.0%) 
- Exports €65,3 billion to third countries - EU 
market share in global exports 17.8% 
 
 





based on actual and 
future food job market 
needs  
Establishment of a 
framework for continual 
professional training and 
career development for 
the FST professionals 
Promotion of FST to 
attract students 
Regulation of FST 
professions in Europe 
>>>   Outcomes 
 
 Which competences ? 
 
 
 Where, when, how, how often?  
 
there is a need to 
promote the 
acquisition of 
soft skills  


Continual professional training and 
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